Management and design of the maintenance of SAM mouse strains: an animal model for accelerated senescence and age-associated disorders.
The Senescence-Accelerated Mouse (SAM) was established by inbreeding and pedigree selection based on the life span, degree of senescence, as well as the incidence and degree of several age-associated disorders. At first, SAM strains were developed under conventional conditions, but now some strains are also maintained under specific pathogen-free conditions. There are many methods used to maintain such strains of mice; our methods will be introduced as one example of how to develop and maintain strains of mice used in aging research.